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Subject: TATSUML ELichd. Report No: ZJJ -56 

Date of Information: February 1952 
Place Acquired: Japan, Tokyo Date Acquired: February 1952 

■valuation: S-3 Dste of Report: 2S Inarch 1952 



8ource: Japanese with intelligence background, fc:®er colleague of TATSUMC 
and a close personal acquaintance. 

1. TATSUM ELichi ( cL ~~ ), former lieutenant' general in the Japan- 
ese army, is advisor on military affairs to Premier XCSHIDA Sbigeru. In 
this capacity, he advises the premier on depurging of former military 
officers, payment of pensions to former military officers, reviewing of 
sentences of war criminals , end assembling^ of opinions on rearmament 
from various Japanese. Ee has not himself officially participated in 
any rearmament plans. Ke lives in Tokyo at 61 Kyodo-machi, Setagaya-ku. 

2. TATS 171 's career until the end of the war included both military and 
diplomatic positions. Graduated from the Military Academy in 1915 end 
at a later (unknown) date frem the 'Jar College, he was assigned to the 
Second (Intelligence) Section of JIGS. Some time in the early 1930(s, 
TATSUM was in the Staff Sectionof the Kwantucg Army ana in Amy Train- 
ing Headquarters, stationed in Changchun, Menchuria. Upon his graduation 
from the Jar College, he was marked as a candidate for the diplomatic 
service because of his scholastic record and his linguistic ability. He 
served an apprenticeship of a year- at the European-Anemic an leak of JIGS, 
Concentrating on the British Section. ELs work was mainly concerned with 
documentary intelligence and liaison with the British military ettache in 
Tokyo. 

3. In 1931, TATSUM was sent to London as assistant military attache in the 
Japanese embassy. Pis intelligence activities were limited, because he 
was allowed no funds with which to hire agents, to the collection of in- 
formation from British officers and government officials and from mili- 
tary attaches of other countries stationed in London. At first his major 
objective was to obtain information on British Far Eastern policy, but 
after the beginning of the war in China, he devoted most of his attention 
to propaganda aimed at preventing British interference with Japanese ef- 
forts in Manchuria. In 1936, when TOSHIBA Shigeru was ambassador to 
England, TATSUM was military attache. He was again in this post in 1940 
and remained there until he was repatriated on ar. exchange ship in 1942. 

4. Upon his return to Japan, TATSUM felt rather lost because of fcis long 
residence abroad and formed associations- with other Japanese who had for- 

. eign backgrounds. He was assigned to the Eastern Sector (Tobu) Arny as 
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chief of staff, a pcsiticn having no direct- connection vdth intelligence. 
He was liked and trusted by ids subordinates because of bis integrity, 
conscientiousness, end sincerity. In flarci'. 1945, he was transferred to 
Shanghai, to command the 3 Division in central China f^c& remained there 
until the end of the war. Immediately after the Surrender, he and other 
high-ranking Japanese were interred in a special c«am near Shanghai. 

5. About the end of 1945?^iA2C Tsu-chi (£. & & }, aka vIAH&iien-ch ' eng 
( JL X. ), who had collaborated with the Japanese during the war as 
finister of Conferee and Industry ir. the VIANG Cbing-wei government, as a 
means of saving his own ndjc'.-, proposed to the Nationalist government to 
form e new anti -Soviet intelligence network. He suggested using Japanese 
for the work and invited TATS HI tc direct it. TATSUMI accepted in order 
to avoid being held in China end tried as a war criminal, and he in turn 
recruited CGI Akio. Under the auspices of the Second Section of the Min- 
istry of Kationel Defense, two anti -Soviet group: were formed, one headed 
by DCE to work in China from headquarters at Shanghai^-, and the other, 
headed by TATSUMI, to work in Japan under the Chinese Mission in Tokyo. 



6. Under these arrangements, TATSUMI was repatriated about June 1946. He 
spent several months recuperating in his native Shioane-ken after his re- 
turn and waited for WANG to arrive ir. Japan. The latter had himself sent 
to Tokyo as a member of the Chinese Mission in October 1946. Upon his arc* 
rival, TATSCML began to make contacts with a number of Japanese who, before 
his departure from China, had been recorder led to him by 3X31 as intelli- 
gence prospects. There individuals indue',, the following: 

* HAIASH Saburo ( S. H. )2 SHI3AU Suenaid ( 4? ^ ) 

/ KOTAKL Etsuo ( T •£- -"YABE Chuta ( X& £ Jk ) 

/ USKIMURA Tosfaio ( & n ^AflAMOTO Bin ( A ^* JK ) 

^OHOUCHI Hirose ( 5 



7. TATSUMI first approached' QNGUCKI but W£3 refused; CKOCCrl promised to 
assist him cn a private and personal basis but was unwilling to join an 
intelligence organization formally because he was. a member of the Demobil- 
ization Board. He recommended US :H MURA, who agreed to work with TATSUMI. 
At the latter’s request, he worked out an operational plan in December 
1946, but on such a grandiose scale and involving such enormous expenditure 
that the Chinese Mission turned it down. Since he was unable to find a 
good operational chief, TATSUMI made little progress vdth his organization. 
He was not Wholehearted in his interet, having accepted the Chinese assign- 
ment only in order to get beck to Japan. Moreover, by the fall of 1947, 
WANG Tzu-chi had misappropriated the operational finds of the organization 
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and used them for personal expenses, sc that the project yes forced to 
dissolve. 

8. In early 1947, the Ministry of national Defense sent TATSUML a request to 

select a Soviet code expert to work in China. With the aid of KESEIMURA, 
TATSUML chose *OKUBO'Tashijiro X. fa > & former .member of the 

Code Section of JIGS. He was accepted by the Nationalist government, and 
passage to China was arranged for him by VitelZ Ttu-chi. 

9. About the end of 1947, the war crimes trials for 3 class and down began 
in Yokohama, and TATSUML was frequently called in as witness in the cases 
of his former subordinates. Since the trials centered around mistreatment 
of prisoners of war by the Tobu Army, TATSUML *s owr. position ar^eared 
rather insocure. This situation came to YCSKIIA's attention, and he sug- 
gested that TATSUML get in touch with General Willoughby. After consults^ 
tion with seme of his friends, TATSUML agreed, and, through XOSHIDA, a 
meeting was arranged. As a result, TATSUML was eventually employed by G-2, — 
GUI, FEC. 




10. About the end of 1948, General Willoughby requested the formation of an 
intelligence organization, with the following personnel end positions * 

Advi sex : ^SKTKDMURA Sadartu ( % ).f 

I 

Front man: HAMABE Torashiro. 

-..JiU.... V ' 

Geographical heads iSc®ghu,' r 7ATSUI4 Eli chi. 

Hokkaido, v ARLSUE Seizo. 

K yushu , "YOSHLIIAKA WatajQ (%\f 

Since that time .TATSUML has been the. virtual heed cf this group, which 
is known as the%AWABE O rgan ization. tHkan). His connection with KAWABE, 
although existing before the var, was not particularly close until this 
group was formed. 

11. Ylhen the YOSKLDA cabinet was organized, TATSUML became YGSHIDA's personal 
adviser on military matters; the premier regularly consults him before he 
sees American authorities about nilitaiy affairs,-' With the organization 
of the Rational JPaU.ce Reserve, TATSUML also started. to work with the corn- 
's • - mapdant J^MASUHARAy ahe with Attorney- General CHASHr, K ' He screened the 400 

officers chosen from aepurged field grade officers of the army for the NPR. 
Normally TATSUML devotes his mornings tc the KAWABE Organization and his 
afternoons to the police reserve and other government metiers. He has an 
office in some government building, exact location unknown Bis two posi- 
tions pay him well enough that he appears to be comfortably off financially. 
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3 Field Comment . TATSUME 1 s account of his relations with TOSHIBA, given 
to another source confirms this basically; see ZJJ-57. 

4 Field Cflftfcent . This organization of former intelligence personnel is 
described in ZJJ-27. 

5 Field Gomnent . Another source indicates that KATSUTAKI has a much 
more formal * although concealed, relationship vith TATSliM; see ZJJ-57. 
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12. TATSUM haa connection with various other persons and groups. He is 
closely associated withTXI Aldo in .the ^Continental Affairs Research In- 
s titute * and receives reports on all its activities. With the Chinese > 
Nationalists, since the dissolution of his intelligence organisation in 
1947, TATSOME has had no official relations. WANG Tzu-chi made a second 

< visit to Japan in 1949 and tried to induce his to work for the National- 

) ists recruting Japanese for the army in Taiwan, hut TATSliM refused. Ee 

j had some contacts, after the war, but vary rarely, with acquaintances in 
i the British Mission in Tokyo. Following the trials of Japanese war crlm- 

j inals in Malaya, which he felt were unfair, he developed a scorn of the 

i British and terminated his relations with the oission. They have not been 

l resumed. His contact with OKUBO, after the latter went to China, was cut 

off, sinlce the Chinese Ms si on in Tokyo made it clear that they did not 
wish TATSDMt to have any further concern with 0ZD30, even so slight as 
transmitting to his family the nonthly funds supplied by the mission. 

13. TATSUMI 1 s circle of acquaintance includes the following as Ms closest as- 

: sociates : 

i ’?'* 

; S^Frince C12CKIBU. „ 



^MATSUTAKI Makoto, a former colonel, who served under him as assistant mil- 
itary attache and who has some connection with the-MPB.* 



/ TAKASKIKl Tatsuhiko, former ma^or general, a colleague in the FAMRE group 
i ^AWABii Toraskiro. 

'DQI AkLo. * 



''XMlAZkKL Maaac, a former major general, his deputy chief of staff in the 
Tobu Army, connected with the KAWABE Organization. 

^XOSHIDA Shigeru and his daughter , A 12f£v‘ : A30 -Sasuko, 

^HIRASC Jiro, a friend from London days, 

/ 

HASBGAWA Seiji (£&-’•' 1 >X ), a friend from London days. 

•' •>* ''V. 



o 



Field Comment . For an account e? DOI AJ-do*s connections with Chinese 
Nationalist post-war intelligence, see ZJJ-26, 

Field Consent . For EAXASHI’s involvement' in post-war Chinese intelli- 
gence, see ZJJ-51. » v 
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